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2009 BHMA Strategic 

Objectives

Å Develop and update ANSI/BHMA Standards

Å Communicate the value of ñBHMA Certified Productsò

Å Monitor compliance of ANSI BHMA standards and 

certification

Å Lead the Door Safety Council in assuring safe and 

secure openings.



BHMA Key Issues

ÅKey Bumping

ÅEnergy Efficient Buildings

ÅSustainability

ÅMisuse/Misrepresentation of BHMA  

Certified Mark



BHMA New Standards

ÅExit Pathway Markings

ÅLites/Louvres

ÅMulti-Point Locks

ÅWindstorm Standards

ÅAluminum Storefront Hardware



2009 BHMA Certification 

Status

The directory currently has 156 

listings from 53 companies, 

covering 22 of the 33 standards.



BHMA Standards Tracking Chart



BHMA Standards-at-a-Glance



BHMA Code-Related Issues

International Code Council

ÅStronger fire code language preventing locked or 

blocked fire exit doors. 

ÅStronger fire code language preventing individuals 

from being locked inside a building such that they 

may not be able to leave the building in case of a 

fire or similar emergency. 



BHMA Code-Related Issues

International Code Council

ÅAdd an option to the International Building Code 

for hinged exterior doors to allow door 

components of comparable strength to be 

substituted for each other. 

ÅRequire fire-rated door replacement components 

to be selected and installed with the same 

integrity as when the door was manufactured.



Public Health Initiative

Update



Status of Research

Copper, brass and bronze have been proven 

effective at killing several pathogens:

ÅMethicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureas (MRSA)

ÅClostridium difficile (C. diff)

ÅEscherichia coli O157:H7 (E. coli)

ÅInfluenza A H1N1

ÅAthleteôs Foot

ÅFungus



Unique in the Marketplace

Laboratory testing has shown that copper, brass and 

bronze are effective in real-world conditions ïat room 

temperature, 22 ę C (71.6 ę F) and normal relative 

humidity.

Silver-ion compounds are effective only under extreme 

conditions:

ǒ35ęC (95ę F)

ǒ90% or higher relative humidity

Copper kills germs in real-world conditions.



Public Health Claims

In the U.S., the Copper Development Association has 
registered five pathogens and 282 uncoated copper alloys 
with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ,

The registration is a legal U.S. federal government decision 
acknowledging the antimicrobial efficacy of copper -based 
products against the following disease-causing bacteria:

ÅMethicillin -Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)
ÅStaphylococcus aureus
ÅE. coli O157:H7 
ÅEnterobacter aerogenes
ÅPseudomonas aeruginosa
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Registered Alloys

282 alloys ranging from 99.99% copper content to 60% 

copper content have been registered with the EPA.

Including:

ǒC26000 ïCartridge Brass

ǒC22000 ïCommercial Bronze

ǒC28000 ïMuntz Metal



Current Registered CDA Members

Copper and brass companies are also registering for 
EPA registration. They and their customers will be 
allowed to make public health claims about their 
products. 
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Ongoing Research

Clinical trials are underway at three U.S. hospitals:

ǒMemorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

ǒMedical University of South Carolina

ǒRalph H. Johnson VA Medial Center
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Ongoing Research

The hospitals are replacing intensive care unit surfaces 

made of stainless steel, aluminum and plastic surfaces with 

copper in order to test copperôs ability to eradicate bacteria 

and potentially reduce hospital infections.

Items replaced are those that typically have been found to 

be heavily contaminated with bacteria.
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