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Synopsis of European Guideline No. 2, 2011  Controlled Door Closing Devices and Systems

ARGE, the European Association of Hardware Manufacturers is determined to demonstrate its sense of responsibility by creating authoritative documents about components its members manufacture.

ARGE accepts its members’ responsibility to ensure that European Hardware Standards are respected and correctly applied.

A major component in the control of doors is the hydraulic door closer, whether installed in the floor, within the door, on the door, or the frame.  The European standards for door closing devices and related products are now comprehensive and sophisticated.  These standards are a legal requirement in the majority of countries within the European community.  From 1 July 2013 the Construction Product Regulation will make a legal requirement in all European community countries.

The products play a significant part in the control of fire doors and smoke stop doors.  The fire doors may be fire rated from 30 minutes to four hours and the doors may be wood doors, composite doors or steel doors.  The components to be fixed to them have to control a variety of weights and functions.

It is, therefore, not only the responsibility of the supply chain to select the right product, but to ensure that it is correctly installed.

Responsibility of the supply chain does not end at that point.  The product and the doors on which they are installed are subject to constant use or misuse.  It is, thus, essential that the products be routinely and correctly maintained.

ARGE Guideline No 2, 2011 Controlled Door Closing Devices and Systems sets out the:- 

· Technical framework;

· Legal framework;

· Installation requirements; and,

· Maintenance disciplines
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